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A balloon lands near Texas 155 north of Palestine Friday morning. The Heritage Balloon Festival continues this morning with a launch expected at 6:30 a.m.
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Palestine has fun with festivals
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Clouds and gusting winds kept the attendees of the High Flyin' Art and Jazz Fest cool but dashed any hopes of a balloon launch Saturday morning.  Under partly sunny skies, a crowd of more than 200 people experienced the cultural flavor of jazz and experienced the artistic talents of renowned artists presented by the Palestine Downtown Association and the Palestine Community Theatre.

"This is fantastic," said Paulette Cooper of Jefferson. "We came for the festival and think that it is really unique and off to a great start."

For local business owner Terry Skaro, the festival was a chance to vacation in his hometown.  "I am on vacation and I am enjoying relaxing and listening to the great music," Skaro said.

Others thought the change of pace was a great addition to the slate of festivals for the area.  "I think that it is really great that Palestine is doing this especially for the variety of music that is being played," Barbara Dobbs of Palestine said. "This is great because we get the same type of music every year."

For guest artist Ted Ellis of Friendswood, coming to Palestine was a return to what it is all about.

"I have galleries that sell my art and you can really get trapped into that," Ellis said.  "They sell your art and the check's in the mail, but when you do festivals you get back to what it's all about.  "Palestine is one of these nice hidden treasures," he added.  Ellis uses his art, depicting the life and culture of the African Americans, to reach out to people.  "I do motivational workshops for children and inspire them to pursue their passions and to strive to help others through doing what they are passionate about."

Ellis finds his inspiration for his art in the world around him and tries to convey that to others.  "Art is all around you and if you live it you feel it and you see it," Ellis said.  Ellis also hopes his art will bridge the racial and cultural divide.  "I hope people see the passion, hope, and inspiration in my art and it affect 

them, " Ellis said.

The festival had other types of art from photographs, to metal, to glass and pottery.  The festival made $475 for the Palestine Community Theatre when six people bid on spots at a banquet table to savor the culinary delights of Sabor a Pasion.  Bid winners of the places were Lisa Hallmark of Meridian; Hollie Nowlin of Palestine; Ken and Jane McConnel of Palestine and Ann and Gary Connor.  The festival was to bridge the gap in activities from the morning launch of the Heritage Balloon Festival presented by the Museum for East Texas Culture and the balloon glow that followed Saturday evening at the Palestine Municipal Airport.

"We were thrilled with the crowd for the balloon glow," said Bob Redinger, balloon coordinator for the festival. "We understand that we were competing with many other worthy causes Friday night, but were pleased when the weather allowed us to do the glow."  Festivities for the balloon festival will continue today with a balloon launch at 6:30 a.m. at the airport, weather permitting.
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Sherryl-Lynn Williams can be reached via e-mail at swilliams@palestineherald.com
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